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FOETAL ANOMALY SCAN 
 
The purpose of this scan is to check  development of the baby.  This scan is  normally 
performed at around 20 weeks. Most babies are healthy but on the very rare occasion  
some have problems which cannot always be predicted by  family history or the health 
of the mother. 
 
When you attend for this scan we will assume that you wish to know about any prob-
lems that are detected by the scan and any concerns that are raised. The scan is per-
formed by a specialist NHS trained sonographer. 
 
The ability to check the baby’s development is dependent upon many factors. The body-
weight of the mother and the manner in which the baby lies in the womb are major is-
sues. However, sometimes we cannot obtain what we consider perfect views of a cer-
tain part of the baby’s body. In this case you will be invited back for a repeat scan. This 
happens In about 10% of cases so please do not be alarmed if this happens to you. You 
are only charged for the one visit no matter how many times we need to bring you back. 
 
Over half of all serious congenital malformations can be detected by the 20 week 
scan. Thus if the baby appears normal on scan there is only a small chance that your 
baby will have a problem. This is due to some problems not being detectable at 20 weeks 
but develop later in the pregnancy  for example,  diaphragmatic hernias where there is a 
small hole in the muscle between the lungs & the bowel. 
 
Should any problems be detected we will send a copy of our report to your midwife or 
contact them directly to allow any further examinations to be arranged. 
 
We check the development of the following  organs or movements on the anomaly  
scan : head, brain, face, spine, arms, hands, heart, lungs, bowel, kidneys, legs, feet, the 
fluid around the baby & position of the placenta. 
 
We have included a table of  some of the problems that can be detected on ultrasound 
at 20 weeks & the likelihood of detection.( in part, ref rcog 2000)                   
 
PROBLEM                                         WHAT WE SEE                                  CHANCE OF DETECTION 
 
Spina bifida     Open spinal cord    90% 
Anencephaly    Missing top of head    99% 
Hydrocephalus   Excess fluid within brain   60% 
Congenital heart disease  Major heart defect    60% 
Exomphalos/gastroschisis Defect of the abdominal wall  90% 
Major kidney problems   Missing or abnormal kidneys  85% 
Major limb abnormalities  Shortened or abnormally formed 
     bones      90% 
Diaphragmatic Hernia  Defect of the muscle separating 
     chest and abdomen    65% 
Cleft lip and palate        80% 
Down’s syndrome   may be associated with heart, limb  
     and bowel problems   50% 
Cerebral palsy   Severe learning difficulties   not seen 
Autism           not seen 
 
 
I have read this anomaly scan  report and  fully  understand what will be examined and 
the above percentages  that can be offered to me. 
 
 
SIGNED…………………………………………………………………………...DATE………………………………………  
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